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PROGRESS THROUGH PRESERVATION
OF GREATER AKRON

Preservation House
2074 West Market Street
Akron, Ohio 44313-6916

Dining in Akron History
PTP Autumn Fundraiser
Sunday, October 7, 2018
Celebrate October with a memorable dining experience in one of Akron’s fine historic homes while helping to
support the programs of Progress Through Preservation of Greater Akron (PTP), this community’s historic
preservation advocacy organization.
On Sunday, October 7 the party begins at 3 p.m. when all attendees gather for drinks and appetizers at
Bob Jones’ Classic Car Museum. After these early festivities guests will move on to dinner at one of six host
homes (see below). Each home is distinct in architectural design and history and each host will treat diners to a
distinctive, themed meal. After dinner, guests will enjoy coffee, dessert, drinks, and conversation while touring and
relaxing in the host home.
Cost for the event is $100 per person (tax deductible) and venues will be assigned on the basis of personal
choice/earliest reservations. For more information or to make a reservation, please contact Janet Little at
954.605.1197 (C) or 330.983.4900 (H). The event is open to the public but seating is limited and will sell out
quickly.

The Cocktails Venue:
The Bob Jones Classic Car Museum. 701 South Broadway Street.
Guests will begin their dining experience with drinks and hors d’oeuvres in
Bob Jones’ Classic Car Museum, a hidden treasure tucked away in the
basement of The Jones Group Interior Design Company. The design business
and the private car museum are housed in the former Taystee Bread Bakery.
Mr. Jones has been collecting cars and other memorabilia for over 60 years.
Some unusual holdings are an Edsel, a DeLorean and Art Arfons’ jet powered
Salt Flats racer. Sip champagne and nibble on tasty tidbits while you view this
“Jay Leno-like” automotive collection. You don’t want to miss this rare treat!

The Host Homes:
The Rev. H.R. Diefenbach House. 356 South Rose Boulevard.
Built in 1928, this Georgian Revival house was home to the Diefenbach family
for 57 years. Original occupants were the Rev. H. B. Diefenbach, his wife,
Josephine, sons Allan and Benjamin, and grandfather Allen K. Zartman, a
retired minister. Allan, a prominent attorney, and Benjamin, a physician, were
well-known in Akron society. The current owners, both architects, have
restored the house to its former glory. Guests will enjoy a three-course meal
accompanied by specially selected wines.
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The John Barry House. 830 Mayfair Road.
This home was built in 1927-1928 as a spec house for Paul Litchfield who
wanted to control the view from the windows of his majestic home, The
Anchorage. The Tudor Revival style house was purchased while still under
construction by John Barry, chief financial officer for Knight Publications. The
property remained in his family until the current owners bought it in 2002
and impeccably restored the interior and exterior. Be sure to ask about the
padlock on the staircase. Dinner guests will be treated to a pre-Thanksgiving
meal with all the fixings.

The Joseph Wesener House. 700 Merriman Road.
Built in 1887, this farmhouse is one of the oldest dwellings on Merriman Road.
The house was built for Joseph Wesener who, according to his obituary, was
“the wealthiest merchant in Akron, at one time.” The Wesener family actually
lived in their downtown mansion on High Street and used this as a country
home for their large farm on the outskirts of Akron. Dinner guests will enjoy a
spooky Halloween-themed meal in the house which is elaborately decorated
for the holiday.
The William Palmer House. 1282 Jefferson Avenue.
This impressive Tudor Revival home, located on a large double lot at the
corner of Jefferson and Mull Avenues, was built in 1928. The original
homeowners, William and Gertrude Palmer, lived there from 1929-1939.
He was the secretary and assistant treasurer of Seiberling Rubber Co. In 1939
Dr. Harley Haynes Jr. and later his widow occupied the house until the current
owners purchased it 4 years ago. They have painstakingly restored and
updated the house to its current showplace condition. Lucky guests here will
dine on delicious surf and turf.

The Mandus Baughman House. 330 Merriman Road.
Built in 1883 for gentleman farmer Mandus Baughman, this Victorian
farmhouse is one of the oldest on Merriman Road. Mr. Baughman and his wife,
Irene Garman, lived there until their deaths. The interior of this home honors
the legacy of Victorian luxury with modern amenities seamlessly woven into
the tapestry. The home and owner were featured on an episode of HGTV’s If
Walls Could Talk showing vintage items found in the house and yard. As a nod
to his hometown, the host will prepare a Key West-inspired seafood menu for
your dining pleasure.

The George Merz House. 116 South Rose Boulevard.
This classic Arts and Crafts/Craftsman style house was built in 1904-1905 for
George and Carrie Merz. He was president of the Depositors Savings and Trust
Company. The exterior of the house displays such Craftsman details as the
side-gabled roof, shed dormer and pyramidal porch supports. Interior details
include original woodwork, beamed ceilings, pocket doors, wainscoting and
original light fixtures. The current owners are avid gardeners. They will honor
their Greek and Italian heritages by serving a Mediterranean Medley Dinner.

