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February Membership Meeting 

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

National Museum of Psychology 

 

 
                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 
Corner of Mill & College streets in 1922 

 

 On Thursday, February 28, PTP members will visit the only museum of psychology in the country, 
located on the campus of The University of Akron.  In 1965 Drs. John A. Popplestone and Marion White 
McPherson, married professors in the Department of Psychology, began collecting manuscripts and other items 
related to psychology.  They called their collection the Archives of the History of American Psychology.  They were 
extremely successful and donations of papers and artifacts poured in from around the world.  The archives now 
houses material from over 740 psychologists including Abraham Maslow, B.F. Skinner, and Sigmund Freud. The 
collection includes more than 1,000 books, instruments and apparatus used in psychological experiments, more 
than 15,000 photographs, and 6,000 reels of film dating back to 1919. 

  

 In 2005 Roadway Express donated their warehouse building at 73 College St.  (corner of College and 
Mill) to The University to house the archives and museum.  In 2014 psychologists Drs. Nicholas and Dorothy 
Cummings contributed $3.5 million to fund renovations needed for the museum.  Museum designers 
extraordinaire Dennis and Kathleen Barrie developed the plans for the museum.  Barrie was co-creator of 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland and also worked on the Spy Museum in Washington D.C., and the 
Mob Museum in Las Vegas.  The Psychology Museum, which opened in July of 2018, is divided into three sections: 
psychology as a profession, as an agent of social change, and psychology as a science.  The building is now in the 
final phase of construction/renovation of the upper floors.  Among its interesting displays, interactive exhibits, 
and oddities is a replica of the Vienna office of Sigmund Freud.  They have his home movies, too!  The museum is 
part of the Cummings Center for the History of Psychology which includes the Archives of the History of American 
Psychology. 

 

 We will meet in the lobby for a guided tour of the museum which will run from 6 until 8 p.m.  The 
unique history of the building that houses the museum including the architect, style, and its many uses over the 
years will also be highlighted.  Please plan to arrive a few minutes early.  Note: There is a $5 per person charge 
for admission to the museum which will be collected at the door. 

 

RESERVATIONS:  Because we need to start early, there will be no dinner as part of this event.  We do, however, 
need to give museum staff the number of folks who will be in attendance for the tour, so please RSVP to 
Dana Noel at dana@jerainc.com or 330-322-6159 by Monday, February 25.   

 

PARKING: Free parking is available in The University of Akron's Lot 30, with an entrance from College Street 
between East Market and Mill streets. 

 
Preservation House 

2074 West Market Street 
Akron, Ohio  44313-6916 
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