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Tour of Historic Akron Churches 

Sunday, September 22, 2019 
This free event is open to the public. 

On Sunday, September 22, Progress Through Preservation will sponsor a drive-yourself open house tour of five of 
Akron’s oldest and most beautiful houses of worship. All of the sites are located in or near downtown Akron and 
have adjacent parking available. A tour guide will be present at each location to present information every half 
hour and to answer any questions. Please note that the times each site is open will vary slightly so plan your tour 
with that in mind. The churches are:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Preservation House 

2074 West Market Street 
Akron, Ohio  44313-6916 

 

PROGRESS THROUGH PRESERVATION 
                                                                  OF GREATER AKRON 

 
  

St. Vincent Catholic Church 
164 West Market Street 

Open: 1– 4 p.m. 

 

Construction on St. Vincent’s 
began in 1864 and was completed 
in 1867 with a break during the 
Civil War.  It is considered 
Akron’s oldest existing church 
still in use. The current building 
replaces a wooden church that 
was located on Green Street.  A 
historical marker identifies the 
location of the earlier structure. 
The building has been modified 
several times over the years but 
the basic Romanesque Revival 
architecture remains and the 
unobstructed interior view is a 
noteworthy feature.  The Berea 
sandstone for the exterior was 
quarried locally.  The parish 
picnic will be going on but 
parking is available in the high 
school lot across from the church 
on West Market Street. 

 

Glendale Memorial Chapel 
150 Glendale Avenue 

Open: 1 – 4 p.m. 

 

Considered one of the premier 
Civil War Memorials in the state 
of Ohio, this lovely little chapel 
was built in 1876 and is located 
in the historic Glendale 
Cemetery.  Designed by 
prominent Akron architect 
Frank O. Weary in the Gothic 
Revival style, the chapel is built 
of broken ashlar stone on the 
exterior and “Constitution” 
stone from the banks of the 
Ohio River on the interior.  The 
most striking features are the 
glorious stained glass windows. 
Don’t miss this little gem. Please 
note that due to road 
construction you must access 
the Chapel from Maple Street to 
Glendale Avenue.  At the bottom 
of the hill make a sharp right 
turn into the cemetery and park 
in the drive behind the chapel 
or on the main cemetery drive. 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
70 North Prospect Street 

Open: 1 – 4 p.m. 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
was founded in 1868 by 
prominent Akronites John F. 
Seiberling, Charles Miller, and 
John H. Hower.  The current 
church, designed by Cleveland 
architect John W.C. Corbusier, 
was built 1913-1914.  Holy 
Trinity is an excellent example 
of French Gothic revival 
architecture with intricate hand 
carvings and magnificent 
stained glass windows, but 
designed on a small scale. The 
construction was influenced by 
Frank A. Seiberling, the founder 
of The Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company, who was 
building his country estate, Stan 
Hywet, at the same time. 
Parking is available in the lot 
south of the church. 
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St. Bernard Church 

S. High & University Ave. 
Open: 1:30 – 4 p.m. 

 

The current church is the second 
home for this congregation. Their 
original building was across the 
street on the site now occupied by 
Inventure Place.  
St. Bernard’s was designed by 
parishioner William P. Ginther, a 
prominent Akron architect who 
designed numerous churches all 
over the country.   
In 1901 the cornerstone was laid 
and construction began on this 
church to serve a growing 
German-speaking population in 
Akron. Distinctively German-
Romanesque with a Baroque 
influence, its architectural style is 
patterned after many of the great 
cathedrals in the Rhineland 
region of Europe. The influences 
of the Richardsonian 
Romanesque style are also 
evident—by the recessed 
placement of the windows and 
the random courses of the  
rock-faced exterior walls. 
 
Parking is available in the north 
side church lot and in the south 
side University Parking Garage. 
 

 

 
 

 
First Congregational Church 

292 East Market Street 
Open: 1 – 4 p.m. 

 

Established in 1833, the First 
Congregational Church was 
Akron’s first formally organized 
church congregation. The current 
building is the fourth home for 
the church. In June 1908, ground 
was broken and the cornerstone 
laid for the current building at 
East Market and Union Streets. 
The first service was held in the 
new sanctuary on Christmas Day 
1910.  Designed and built in the 
Richardsonian Romanesque style 
by the noted architectural firm of 
Charles Henry, it is significant as 
it is one of the few remaining 
“Akron Plan” churches with a 
Sunday School arrangement of 
small classrooms surrounding a 
central assembly hall.  In 1951, a 
massive Casavant Frères pipe 
organ was installed containing 
4,039 pipes.  This beautiful 
church underwent a complete 
restoration in 2006.   
 
Parking is available in the Union 
Street lot. 

 

 
Old St. Paul Episcopal Church 

354 East Market Street 
Exterior Only: 1 – 4 p.m. 

 

The original St. Paul Episcopal 
Church was built in 1885 on a 
triangular lot bordered by East 
Market, Forge Street, and Fir Hill. 
Designed by noted Akron 
architect Jacob Snyder, it was 
built in the Victorian Gothic 
Revival Style with an Akron 
Sunday School plan interior.  This 
original building served as the 
parish house, Sunday School, and 
sanctuary until the 1909 addition 
—with its magnificent Tiffany 
window—was built to house 
church services.   
The home church for the Harvey 
Firestone family, it was the site of 
the famous Firestone-Ford 
wedding and most recently 
served as the Firestone 
Conservatory of Music and Ballet 
Center for The University of 
Akron.  
A disastrous fire on April 19, 
2018 caused extensive damage to 
the original building but the 1909 
structure escaped with minor 
loss. 
A PTP member will be located on 
Forge Street across from the 
church to provide information 
and answer questions.  
 
Parking is available across from 
the church in University parking 
lots on Forge Street and Fir Hill. 

 


