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March 18, 2021
Dear President Miller:
By way of introduction, we are writing on behalf of Progress through Preservation of
Greater Akron. PTP is a local non-profit organization that promotes and encourages the preservation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings and neighborhoods in the Akron and Summit County
region.
We are concerned about the upcoming sale of historic St. Paul’s Episcopal church, which
was last used by the University as a Ballet Center, but in recent years it has remained empty. A
tragic fire destroyed the interior of the older building. It is one of the few remaining, original Akron Plan churches. Prior to and after the fire we have advocated for repurposing the buildings in
order to preserve a significant piece of Akron’s architectural heritage that was influential nationally and internationally in the late 19th and 20th centuries. St. Paul’s is also one of the last remaining historic sites along the East Market Street corridor.

St. Paul’s Sunday school and Parish House are listed on the Department of the Interior’s
National Register of Historic Places. The newer church, in the Romanesque style, is not listed but
is eligible. As a rare, early example of the Akron Plan, St. Paul’s is a powerful reminder of our
unique Akron heritage. From 1882 to the early 20th century, the Akron Plan, developed by industrialist Lewis Miller in 1867, was favored by Protestant churches around the world. (continued on
Page 2)

UPCOMING PTP MEETINGS
PTP will resume monthly meetings beginning in June 2021. However, due to the ongoing pandemic and
the need to ensure our members’ safety, all meetings through October will be held outdoors or have an outdoor
option for those who prefer an additional precaution.
June, 2021

PTP Annual Board Meeting—Date and place TBD

July 11, 2021 150th Anniversary of Hower House—indoor and outdoor options available. July 18th
will be a rain date if necessary.
August, 2021 Annual PTP Picnic at Hale Farm—Date TBD
Sept.12, 2021 Dining in Akron History Fundraiser─ indoor tours and outdoor dining. Sept. 19th will
be a rain date if necessary.
Oct., 2021

TBA

Nov., 2021

Harriet Chapman presents Beautiful Fairlawn Heights: Historical Notes on an Idyllic
Suburban Neighborhood. This meeting will be held indoors with the place TBD.
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Letter to President Miller (continued)
It was estimated that during that period over three-fourths of the churches build with a Sunday school had some version of the Akron Plan. The Rector of St. Paul’s, Reverend Walter Tunks, in 1935 was contacted by Bill Wilson, which
resulted in the introduction to Irene Seiberling, and Robert Holbrook Smith (Dr. Bob). Wilson and Smith began Alcoholics Anonymous in Akron. The funeral service of Dr. Bob was held at St. Paul’s in November, 1950. The “wedding of
the century” between Martha Parks Firestone, granddaughter of Harvey S. Firestone, and William Clay Ford, grandson
of Henry Ford was performed there on June 27, 1947.
Both buildings were given to the University in 1952 by the Firestones with the intent they be preserved and
remain a cultural resource for our community. For many years they were the Firestone Conservatory of Music and
since 1976 The University Ballet Center. Fifteen years ago, the Ballet Center moved and the buildings became vacant
and minimally maintained.
During Dr. Scarborough’s administration, they were listed for demolition and the utilities were shut off. Once
Progress through Preservation became aware of that situation it has patiently been encouraging the University to recognize their importance and place in our community and to consider options other than demolition. Subsequent to Dr.
Scarborough’s demolition order their status was changed to “undetermined”. Prior to the fire, PTP has continuously
expressed its concerns to the University and offered its resources to engage in a process to discuss alternative uses in
order to save these historic buildings. We understand the University is pursuing a claim under its insurance coverage
for the loss due to fire. It is also our understanding that while some insurance proceeds were used to shore up the
structure after the fire, any additional insurance proceeds will not be used to rebuild the structure.
For several years, Progress through Preservation has worked with Nathan Mortimer in the hopes of finding a
new owner to repurpose and preserve the Church buildings. We have sparked some interest, but with the nature of
the buildings and the fire damage to one of the structures, it has been a slow process. Redevelopment and adaptive
reuse of such structures takes time and vision. Unfortunately, at this point it does not appear we have the time. Since
the University has received legislative permission to offer the land and buildings for sale without any restrictions, the
Akron community is vulnerable to losing another historic building if an unsympathetic developer is the successful bidder. While we understand such scenarios are more the norm than the exception, we see the preservation of St. Paul’s
as unique to our local identity and an irreplaceable connection to who we are as Akronites. By guiding the churches to
an owner that will be preservation-minded, the University could secure a more appealing landmark gateway to the Fir
Hill neighborhood, its cultural institutions, and the University.
Despite the recent fire loss, PTP, more than ever, remains committed to the preservation and reuse of St.
Paul’s. Preliminary reports indicate there is no eminent danger of building collapse. Heavy timber framing and massive
stone walls, intended to stand the test of time, have at least withstood a trial by fire. The 1907 church was spared. The
sanctuary, its monumental Tiffany window, and numerous elaborate stained-glass windows around the nave were
saved. The older Akron Plan church remains a viable shell that can still be repurposed. St. Paul’s is an impressive example of Gothic Revival architecture, an inspiring landmark that anchors the University and our community at large. It
is a compelling story of what connects us and who we are. For these reasons, the buildings should be saved.
We request that the University sell the churches to Progress through Preservation, or any other like-minded
organization or individual, for a nominal amount with the stipulation that they be preserved in a manner that recognizes their importance to our community. We look forward to your reply.
Very truly yours,

Dana Noel, President
dana@jerainc.com
330-322-6159
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Response from The University of Akron President
March 25, 2021
Dear Mr. Noel and Mr. Myers,
I have reviewed your letter concerning the status of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church and I understand and appreciate your concerns.
I also am aware that over the course of the last few years, the University – represented by Vice President
of Operations Nathan Mortimer – has met or had calls with you numerous times to discuss the situation.
As you know from those conversations, The University of Akron, as an entity of the State of Ohio, must
follow the established procedures related to a sale of a state-owned property, as is the case with St.
Paul’s Church. In this instance, that process, which is controlled by the Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS), calls for sealed bids to be submitted for review, evaluation and an ultimate decision
on the transfer of ownership. Thus, the University is not permitted to just “…sell the church to Progress
Through Preservation, or any other like-minded organization or individual…” as you requested.
It is anticipated that DAS will open up the window for submission of sealed bids within the next couple of
weeks. As he said he would do, Vice President Mortimer will contact you to alert you when DAS initiates
that process. As the University stated in today’s Akron Beacon Journal, “Hopefully, an interested party
will purchase the building and put it to good use for the community.” Thank you again for writing.

Sincerely,

Gary L. Miller
President

Support of Progress Through Preservation Through Honorariums and Memorials
Another way to support a volunteer-driven organization like PTP is through an endowment. We
urge you to give funds in honor of personal and family milestones, recognition of service, or in lieu
of flowers at a funeral. Small honorariums and memorials may not seem like much, but it is an
easy giving option and keeps the work being done to preserve our community’s architectural history at the forefront. With the donor’s permission, PTP will list the gift in future newsletters and annual reports to show our appreciation. The customary giving URL for Progress Through Preservation is: www.akroncf.org/give/PTPFund.
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PTP RESPONSE TO LETTER FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON PRESIDENT
March 29, 2021

Dear President Miller:
Thank you for your response regarding historic St. Paul’s.
It is our understanding there were options to the current disposition process that would have precluded any demolition. It was the University's decision not to pursue them. For example. Progress Through
Preservation ("PTP") offered to use its resources to initiate a comprehensive RFP process. at no cost to the
University. and make a concerted effort to market the redevelopment of the churches to developers with a
vision of the potential for historic structures.
Often, where there is a will there is a way. While we understand it is not the mission of the University to preserve and protect the architectural integrity of its campus or the local community, there is intrinsic value in maintaining the historic character of unique buildings. The University has repeatedly demonstrated it does not have the will to work with the community to attempt to save these very important surviving remnants of Akron's rich historic past. Perhaps if the State had been apprised of the cultural value to
the community and the economic potential of historic buildings, we would be in a different position now.
After fifteen years of neglect, how much of a difference would a brief moratorium make? We simply seek an opportunity to engage in a collaborative effort with the University to actively find interested parties who would be willing to redevelop the churches while preserving their architectural importance. We
have reached out in the past, proposing such a process. but it has fallen on deaf ears.
By engaging in such a collaborative effort to save the churches, the University would earn tremendous goodwill from the community, and it would demonstrate the University's commitment to Akron’s
cultural legacies. It could serve as a model for other potential redevelopment efforts such as the Quaker
Square complex. Even if we fail, the current course of action could be completed and even if the buildings
were demolished by a purchaser, at least the University can sincerely say that it had explored all options.
Preserving the churches will enhance an already beautiful and compelling approach to the University as they anchor the historic settings of Hower House, Martin House, The Chapel, The First Congregational Church, The Odd Fellows Temple, and adjacent Eastlake homes. Contrast this with the approach to
the University from East Exchange Street with a lack of coherence or community. uninspiring architecture,
fast food franchisees and drinking establishments. Consider further the redevelopment of the churches to
monetize their preservation value by supporting the Martin House as a boutique hotel, securing the neighborhood as a destination of inspiring architecture and pastoral greenspace on the edge of campus. This is
sure to be noticed by prospective students and parents. We expect the University's goodwill and
thoughtfulness will be reciprocated, not just financially, but in many other ways out of gratitude to its sensitivity to our community's irreplaceable history.

This is a "Hail Mary" attempt to preserve these structures, but sometimes the catch, as well as history, is made. We look forward to your reply.
Very truly yours,

Dana Noel, President
dana@jerainc.com
330-322-6159
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SAVE HISTORIC ST. PAUL’S AT GOFUNDME
Join us in making a difference before we lose another
iconic Akron landmark to demolition.
We are raising money to benefit Progress Through Preservation’s effort to
save the historic St. Paul's Church complex, also formerly known as the
Firestone Conservatory and the UA Ballet Center. Any donation will help
make an impact. Thanks in advance for your contribution to this cause
that means so much to all Akronites and preservationists.

Included on the GoFundMe website, which was started by Rich Morehouse, is a slide show created by Annie
Noel with input from her father, Dana, Alice Christie, Bob Dill, and Janet Little with information and photographs detailing the history of this significant church.
If you receive this newsletter electronically, double click on the PTP GoFundMe link below. The website
offers you an opportunity to make a donation through Paypal or a credit card. You can choose to have your
donation posted on the website by your name or anonymously. You also can leave a message about St.
Paul’s for other donors to see. Please consider sharing the GoFundMe website with people on Facebook and
Twitter, or email others who would want to help save this historic site. There are easy-to-use buttons on GoFundMe so you can get the word out to your family, friends, and acquaintances.

PTP GoFundMe

To go directly to the You
Tube video—Save Historic St.
Paul’s—Double click on the
middle stained-glass window
photograph. All the windows
are is still intact at St. Paul’s.

WE’RE ON THE WEB

OUR MISSION: Progress Through Preservation of Greater
Akron (PTP) actively promotes and encourages the preservation, maintenance, restoration, and adaptive reuse of buildings, sites, and neighborhoods that are of historic or architecPreservation House
2074 West Market Street
Akron, OH 44313
330-374-3787
info@preservationakron.org

tural significance in Akron and Summit County.

LIKE US ON Facebook!

Please contact us via phone or email. We will make every effort to respond to your questions and comments as quickly as

possible.

MEMBERSHIP
Due to the pandemic shutdown, PTP is extending paid 2020 memberships to 2021. New
memberships can be done on the PTP website through Paypal at www.preservationakron.org. Click on
the Becoming A Member tab and scroll to the bottom of the page. Membership applications forms are
also available there. If your contact information (name, address, phone number, email address) has
changed, please complete and mail in an application form or email Janet at jmlittle2139@gmail.com
to make the corrections. If you have paid for a household and would like to receive an emailed newsletter to more than one email address, please let Janet know at jmlittle2139@gmail.com.
Dues for the second half of 2021 are discounted to $10 for students, $20 for individuals,
and $25 for households. If you wish to receive correspondence by USPS, please add $10 to your payment to cover printing and mailing costs. Below are the PTP members who paid in 2020 and have
their memberships extended through 2021. If 2020 members would like to pay for 2021 to support
PTP, it would be greatly appreciated.
Janna Amole, Beth Becker, Linda Bernat, Albert and Susie Brewster, Jan and Steve Brown, Lauren
Burge, Chris Butler, Charlotte Buzzelli, Harriet Calcagno, Dona and Tom Cardone, John, Kathy and
Tim Carroll, Harriet Chapman, Alice Christie, Don and Jeanne Ciccolini, Donald Climes, Barb
Croghan, Jane Delcamp, Bob Dill, Tom Dillon, Clarence and Connie Drennon, David Dye, Janis Enright, Bob and Beverly Fischer, Donna Rae Flannery, Don and Kathleen Flessner, Leigh Forman, Ted
Fosberg, Keith Freund, Jean Gadd, Judy and Chuck Gerdes, David Giffels, Danielle and Robert Gilbert, Dorothy Gruich, Mike Gunter, Fr. David Halaiko, Tom Heggen, Douglas and Pam Hausknecht,
Frank and Connie Hollish, Jack Jeter, Pat and Tim Jolly, Janice Kelly, Evelyn Kidder, Tom and Kathleen Koch, Daline Lance, Ron Lindsay, Janet Little, Diana Lueptow, Laurel and Pete Markovich, Peter Martin, Ann McClure, Susie McKay, Ginny McKelvey, Susan McKiernan, Anita Meeker, John and
Betty Miller, Rich and Kellie Morehouse, John and Nancy Mulhauser, John Myers, Patricia Myton,
Patty and Dana Noel, Steve and Roxanne Nome, Mary O’Connor, Miriam and Carter Ray, Rosemary
Reymann, Richard and Debbie Rho, Elizabeth Sandwick, Don Schmid, Sabrena Schweyer, Art and
Jean Schooley, Betty Jo Scurei, Ramona Smith, Barb Snyder, Richard and Sandra Stahl, John Stefanik, Dan and Colleen Tate, Bob and Nancy Treichler, Tony Troppe, Libby and Ed Upton, Sarah Vradenburg, Martha and Melvin Vye, Susan Weiss, Jo Ann Zeno, Courtney and Greg Zimmerman.

