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I want to thank everyone who participated in making our 2021 Dining in Akron History a wonderful success. Considering the cancellation of the fundraiser last year, this
year’s event came together surprisingly well, despite having an electrical issue sideline
the dinner at the Robinson Mansion to a week later. As a result, some people chose to
participate on the original date of September 19th and again on September 26th. This
also allowed those who were unable to attend on the 19th to join us the following Sunday.
A total of 62 dinners were served at the five historic locations and two guests were so
delighted they have joined PTP as new members. So far, the residents of four historic
houses have volunteered to host one of next year’s dinners.
A big thanks goes to Alice Christie and Janet Little, the co-chairs of the fundraiser
committee. They worked to secure the five houses, publicize the event, and take reservations. At three of the locations, they planned the menus, cooked all or some of the
food, set up the tables, chairs, place settings, decorations, and served.
In addition, a round of applause goes to John Miller, Tom and Dona Cardone, Susie
McKay, Barb Croghan, Diane Orender, Nofisat Oseni, Grace Hodges, Rose Devany,
Patty Noel, Chris and Joshua Blythe who assisted with the setup and/or cleanup at
one or more houses. Thanks to Jones Interiors for the use of chairs at the Robinson
Mansion.
Of course, I am so grateful to those who hosted this year. Thank you Bruce Taylor, Karen Gallaher, Bill Foster, Tom Heggen, and Mike Gunter for opening your homes to
help us raise money to fund our programs and objectives.
We owe a debt of gratitude to Paul Wilson and Tony Troppe who had to complete renovation projects at the Werner House and the Robinson Mansion in time for the Dining in Akron History dates. We appreciate your efforts to ensure we could hold our
fundraiser at your beautifully restored properties. Thank you everyone.

UPCOMING PTP MEETINGS
Oct. 18, 2021 The Orson Minot Oviatt Home, now the Cuyahoga Valley Inn, a B&B in Richfield
and the Mason Oviatt House two miles away. Following the tours, dinner will be at
nearby Whitey’s Restaurant on Brecksville Rd.
Nov. 13, 2021 Harriet Chapman presents Beautiful Fairlawn Heights: Historical Notes on an
Idyllic Suburban Neighborhood. This meeting will be a 10AM brunch held indoors
at the Fairlawn Country Club.
Dec., 2021

TBD
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2021 DINING IN AKRON HISTORY RECIPE REQUESTS
In response to requests by diners, here is information about three dishes served. The Shrimp
and Lobster Bisque eaten at the Merrill House
was purchased from Tim’s Tavern, 3323 Parkway
St. NW, Canton Ohio 44708, 330-455-6306. The
soup along with Tim’s famous beer-battered fish
are worth the trip down there.

At both the Merrill House and Robinson Mansion, a
salad of mixed greens, candied nuts, fresh blueberries, and goat cheese was served with a Vanilla Vinaigrette. The dressing comes from a chef-owned restaurant in Florida called Big Bear Brewing Company. Here is the dressing recipe: Combine 1c sugar,
⅔c white wine vinegar, 2T grated onion, ¼t dry
mustard, 1t kosher salt, 1 vanilla bean or 1t pure vanilla extract and 1¼c vegetable oil. Blend on high until thick and smooth.

Also served at the Robinson Mansion was Butternut Squash and Apple Soup
made from a recipe by Ina Garten, a Food Network chef. Heat 2T unsalted
butter and 2T olive oil in a large pot over low heat. Add 4c chopped yellow
onions (3 large), 2T mild curry powder and cook uncovered for 15-20
minutes, stirring occasionally. Add 5lbs (2 large) peeled and cubed squash, 4
McIntosh or sweet apples which have been peeled, cored, and cut into
chunks, 2t kosher salt, ½t black pepper and 2c of water. Bring to a boil then
cover and reduce heat to low. Cook for 30-40 minutes until squash and apples are soft. Puree soup then put back in the pot. Add 2c of apple juice or cider and enough water to make it
the consistency you like. Check the salt and pepper and serve hot.

Salem Ohio’s Abolitionist History
The Hise House was an important stop on the Underground Railroad for escaping slaves
passing though Salem, an industrial Quaker community. Noted local abolitionist, Daniel
Howell Hise and his wife, Margaret, were members of the Society of Friends and hosted
nationally renowned abolitionists when they visited the area. Both husband and wife
were active in the Western Anti-Slavery Society and helped organize Salem's annual AntiSlavery Fair.
The Hise family purchased this one and a half story Gothic Revival farmhouse in the late 1850's. They soon began renovations which included hidden rooms under the house and in an accompanying barn. The house and family sheltered numerous runaway slaves, and Daniel was also involved in rescuing slaves that passed through Salem with their owners.
The Daniel Howell Hise House is located at 1100 Franklin Ave., in Salem, Ohio. It is a private residence and not open to the
public.
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PHOTOS AND COMMENTS ABOUT 2021 DINING IN AKRON HISTORY
Thanks so much for a truly special meal on Fir Hill. We really enjoyed the evening—the house– the company and especially the
food.—Susan M.
We went to the Greenblum house tonight and had the most delightful experience. Everything was just perfect from beginning to
end - the hosts, the food and the company could not be beaten. Thanks so much for all your efforts in putting it together.—Lois M.
We had such a lovely time the other night. Thanks again for all of your hard work.—Chris B.
Inside and outside dining
at the Palmer House, a
restored Tudor Revival
home

Guests at the Merrill House, an Eastlake Victorian, served by a maid borrowed from Downton Abbey, Mrs. Little

Guests at the Greenblum house enjoyed an English
dinner in this beautiful and classic Tudor

Support of Progress Through Preservation Through Honorariums and Memorials
Another way to support a volunteer-driven organization like PTP is through an endowment. We urge you to
give funds in honor of personal and family milestones, recognition of service, or in lieu of flowers at a funeral.
Small honorariums and memorials may not seem like much, but it is an easy giving option and keeps the
work being done to preserve our community’s architectural history at the forefront. With the donor’s permission, PTP will list the gift in future newsletters and annual reports to show our appreciation. The customary
giving URL for Progress Through Preservation is: www.akroncf.org/give/PTPFund.

WE’RE ON THE WEB
OUR MISSION: Progress Through Preservation of Greater
Akron (PTP) actively promotes and encourages the preservation, maintenance, restoration, and adaptive reuse of buildings, sites, and neighborhoods that are of historic or architecPreservation House
2074 West Market Street
Akron, OH 44313
330-374-3787
info@preservationakron.org

tural significance in Akron and Summit County.

LIKE US ON Facebook!

Fifteen guests eating in the dining room and front parlor of
the Werner House, a historic Swiss chalet
Left: Alice Christie telling about
the history and architecture of
the Werner House
Right: Alice Christie talking about
the Jacobean architecture at the
Robinson Mansion and owner,
Tony Troppe, giving the property’s history

Unfortunately, things were so busy at the Robinson Mansion, no one remembered to take pictures of the 24 guests during dinner.
But below are photos of how the dining room and the front parlor looked before everyone arrived and
while guests listened to Alice and Tony talk before the tour of the 44-room house.

