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UPCOMING PTP MEETINGS  

Sept. 19, 2021  Dining in Akron History Fundraiser ʈ indoor and/or outdoor dining and tours of 
   five historical houses.  Pre-reservations required. 

Oct. 18, 2021  The Orson Minot Oviatt Home, now the Cuyahoga Valley Inn, a B&B in Richfield, 
   OH. Prior to the tour, dinner will be at nearby Whiteyôs Restaurant. 

Nov. 13, 2021  Harriet Chapman presents Beautiful Fairlawn Heights: Historical Notes on an       
   Idyllic Suburban Neighborhood. This meeting will be a 10AM brunch held indoors 
   at the Fairlawn Country Club.    

On Sunday, July 18, about 100 people gathered 
together for a tour of ñMr. Howerôs Neighbor-
hoodò. One hundred fifty years ago, in 1871,    
Akron industrialist, John Henry Hower, built his 
fantastical French Second Empire home on what 
was then called Fir Street but is now known as 
Fir Hill. In the mid -1800s, the cityôs wealthy 
businessmen, doctors, and attorneys built their 
fine homes on East Market Street. By the 1870s, 
they would take a slight turn south and locate 
their impressive houses on Fir Street. At the time 
it was constructed, Mr. Howerôs house was one of 
the earliest to be built on what would become one of the most architecturally im-
pressive streets in Akron. The house remained in his family until itôs centennial 
when it was deeded to The University of Akron Foundation. Today it is open to the 
public as the Hower House Museum. The neighborhood tour began at the First 
Congregational Church with an overview of the homes that once existed, the few 
that still remain, and the families who once lived there. Next, guests were given 
maps of the neighborhood to explore the Victorian homes that still stand and the 
empty lots or modern buildings that mark the locations of those that have been 
lost. At the final stop, attendees were treated to cookies and lemonade at Hower 
House and visited the Carriage House which has been restored and contains the 
Howersô antique horse-drawn vehicles. You can see photographs of the carriage 
house on Page 4 of this newsletter.  
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The John Street House  is a historic home in Salem which was a stop on the Underground Railroad. The 
city was a major nexus with at least six stops located close to the actual railroad lines. The son of the cityôs co-
founder, Zadok Street, built his residence in 1838. The Street family were Quakers active in the Western Anti -
slavery Society, an abolitionist organization headquartered in Salem. Interested in aiding fleeing slaves, the 

Streets altered their residence after its initial construction, and provided food and 
clandestine lodging in several hiding spaces throughout the house. In a windowless 
basement, fugitive slaves would sleep during the day and travel to another station 
on the Railroad by night. This location was connected by a tunnel built under what 
is now Ellsworth Avenue to the house across the street. Abolitionist John Brown 
was a frequent visitor. The house is a private residence and not open to the public. 
It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

Salem Ohioôs Abolitionist History 

нлнм 5LbLbD Lb !Ywhb IL{¢hw¸нлнм 5LbLbD Lb !Ywhb IL{¢hw¸  

 

This will be the 4th year of PTPôs annual fundraiserðDining in Akron History. We have 4 properties which 

have never been part of this event before. The new dining locations each reflect a very different style of Ak-

ron architecture. There is a chalet style exterior with an Arts and Crafts and Art Nouveau interior. There is 

a Tudor Revival with a slate roof and steep gables. There is an Eastlake style Victorian with multiple 

porches and stained glass windows. There is a Jacobean mansion with its original clay tile roof and wood-

work.  

Reservations opened the last full week of August for the September 19th event and the 50 available spots 

quickly began to fill.  Each site has a different themed dinner for guests. As a heads upðthis is our last 

chance for PTP to have access to two of the five properties. The other three will remain as private residenc-

es which may or may not be part of future Dining in Akron History fundraisers.  

Contact Janet Little at 954-605-1197 or at jmlittle2139@gmail.com to get an open seat at one of the re-

maining tables.  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƛƴŜ ǘƻ 

ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǘ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƪǊƻƴ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 

ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ōƻǧƭŜǎ ƻǊ ŀ 

ŎŀǎƘ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇπ

ǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘŀȄ-ŘŜŘǳŎǝōƭŜΦ  

This is a bit of housekeeping. 

Do these serving spoons look 

familiar? They were left after 

the annual picnic at The Ver-

milion Institute. If they are 

yours, and you would like 

them back, call Alice Christie 

at 330-864-8364. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionism_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Street_House#cite_note-2
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Another way to support a volunteer-driven organization like PTP is through an endowment. We urge you to 

give funds in honor of personal and family milestones, recognition of service, or in lieu of flowers at a funeral.  

Small honorariums and memorials may not seem like much, but it is an easy giving option and keeps the 

work being done to preserve our communityôs architectural history at the forefront. With the donorôs permis-

sion, PTP will list the gift in future newsletters and annual reports to show our appreciation. The customary 

giving URL for Progress Through Preservation is: www.akroncf.org/give/PTPFund.  

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, BOB  

hƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мǎǘΣ .ƻō 5ƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘπ

ŜŘ Ƙƛǎ флǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ t¢t ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

{ǳƳƳƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜπ

ǘȅΦ IŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ 

ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ŀōƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƛƭƛŀ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘΣ .ƻōΣ  ŀƴŘ ŀǇπ

ǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƪǊƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ǳƳƳƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  

{ha9 hC ¢I9 [h{¢ Ih¦{9{ hb CLw IL[[{ha9 hC ¢I9 [h{¢ Ih¦{9{ hb CLw IL[[{ha9 hC ¢I9 [h{¢ Ih¦{9{ hb CLw IL[[   

WŀƴŜǘ [ƛǧƭŜΣ .ƻō 5ƛƭƭΣ !ƭƛŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ bƻƳŜ 

CƛǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘκCƛǊ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ муфл ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ  

[ŜƊτ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ ƻŦ           

[ƻǳƛǎ {ŎƘǳƳŀŎƘŜǊ  

wƛƎƘǘτ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜ ƻŦ          

WŜŘƛŘƛŀƘ /ƻƳƳƛƴǎ  

tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘς ¢ƘŜ 

/ƻƳƳƛƴǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ  

!ƪǊƻƴ !Ǌǘ LƴǎǝǘǳǘŜ 



Preservation House 

2074 West Market Street 

Akron, OH  44313 

330-374-3787 

info@preservationakron.org 

 

OUR MISSION: Progress Through Preservation of Greater 

Akron (PTP) actively promotes and encourages the preserva-

tion, maintenance, restoration, and adaptive reuse of build-

ings, sites, and neighborhoods that are of historic or architec-

tural significance in Akron and Summit County.  

WEõRE ON THE WEB  

LIKE US ON Facebook!   

 

   July 18thðMr. Howerôs Neighborhood tour concluded with refreshments at Hower House Museum and a 

visit to the newly renovated carriage house, hosted by John Miller.  

August 23rdðThe annual picnic was in Hayesville, OH near Ashland. PTP members met at the restored 

Hayesville Opera House then drove two blocks to The Vermillion Institute. One building remains of the old 

ghost academy, a co-educational school during the 1800s that was a preeminent center of higher education. 

Historical preservationist, Steve McQuillin, who saved the building after decades of neglect, spoke and al-

lowed guests to tour the meeting center on the first floor, his home on the second and third floors, and his 

office in the tower.  

http://www.preservationakron.org/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/preservationakron.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PreservationAllianceofGreaterAkron?ref=hl

