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      Greater Akron area Episcopalian congregations had their start in Stow as early as 1818. St. 

John's Episcopal Church and society was organized there in 1830 and located in Cuyahoga Falls 

in1832. A building was erected in 1836 which still serves the congregation at 2229 Front Street.
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     Early in the 1830s, Episcopal families held occasional services in private homes in Middlebury 

and Akron, but it was not until 1836 that a congregation was formed as a mission of the Cuyahoga 

Falls parish under Rev. William H. Newton. Rev. T. J. Davis was the new congregations first leader 

in 1838. Meetings continued to be held in private homes, school houses or other churches and then, 

for three or four years, on the second floor of the "Old Stone Block" on the southeast corner of 

Market and Howard streets. 

     Because the building was not substantially constructed it was destroyed in a wind storm in late 

1840, while services were in progress. Fortunately, no one of the congregation was injured. 

     Funds were raised and a building was erected on South High Street and dedicated June 27, 1844. 

It was enlarged in 1870 and again in 1872. Even so the space needs of the congregation became such 

that new accommodations were sought, and, "a commodious triangular lot, bounded on East Market, 

Forge and Fir streets, was purchased in 1884. at a cost of $10,000, on which was erected a fine stone 

parish and Sunday School house, 72x88 feet, at a cost of $35,000, which was dedicated on the 'Feast 

of Epiphany,' January 6, 1885."
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     Lewis Miller (1829-1899), Akron industrialist, founder of the Chautauqua Institute, father-in-law 

of Thomas Edison, and lay minister of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Akron, along with 

Akron builder, Jacob B. Snyder and Rev. John Heyl Vincent, devised a unique "Akron Plan" Sunday 

School design. It was first used in First M. E. Church's auditorium completed in the Autumn of 1871 

and dedicated in January 1872.  This design was replicated frequently in many churches in the late 

19th and early 20th century, including that of St. Paul's Episcopal Church's Sunday School and 

Parish Hall of Akron.
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     That "fine stone parish and Sunday School house" stands yet today on the "commodious 

triangular lot, bounded on East Market, Forge and Fir streets."  

     This building and adjacent 1909 St. Paul's Episcopal Church building is presently owned by the 

University of Akron. The University is soliciting Ohio State funding to raze these historic buildings 

and convert the "commodious triangular lot," to be a parking lot. 
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